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THE PAPERS OF JAMES MADISON: Secretary of State Series, Vol. 1, 

4 March-31 July, 1801. Edited by Robert J. Brugger, Robert Rhodes 
Crout, Dru Dowdy, Robert A. Rutland, Jeanne K. Sisson. 
(Charlottesville, Va.: University Press of Virginia, 1987. xxxi, 526 
pp. Preface, acknowledgments, editorial method, depository symbols, 
abbreviations, short titles for books, Madison chronology, index. 
Cloth $37.50.) 

The day after Thomas Jefferson became president, he made the least 
surprising appointment of his administration by naming James Madison as 
secretary of state. The question of Madison's acceptance was already settled, 
but he was unable to take up his duties until May 2. Madison's own health 
had been poor ever since he has suffered an attack of rheumatism the 
previous December, and the death of his father on Febuary 27 left him with 
the responsibility of settling the estate. As Madison wrote to the president, 
this was a particularly difficult matter because the will had been written 
thirteen years earlier before the deaths of two of his brothers (one of 
whom left nine children) and the acquisition of considerable property, 
some of which had to be sold in order to divide the inheritance 
according to his father's wishes. 

While Levi Lincoln managed the office on a temporary basis, Madison 
was deluged with letters relating to it Many of these were from men 
hoping to gain appointments under the new Republican administration, 
others were reports from ministers and consuls abroad, and some contained 
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