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THE PAPERS OF JAMES MADISON, Presidential Series, Vo/,­

ume 4: November 5, 1811-July 9, 1812 with a Supplement, 
March 5, 1809-October 19, 1811. Edited by J. C. A. Stagg, et al. 
(Charlottesville, Va.: University Press of Virginia, 2000. xliv, 
675 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, editorial method, Madison 
chronology, significant federal officers, index. Cloth $65.00, 
ISBN 0-8139-1859-6). 

During this period James Madison was preparing for war 
against Great Britain, a war Congress finally declared on 
June 18, 1812. In his third annual message to that body, dated 
November 5, 1811, Madison urged Congress to authorize the 
manufacture of munitions, the completion of the coastal defenses, 
the provision of the navy, and the calling into service of regular 
troops, volunteers, and militia. Congress acted on Madison's rec­
ommendations and even imposed new truces in March 1812. But 
Madison's credibility was undermined the sa�e month by the 
news that French frigates had burned two American merchant­
men bound for Spain. Napoleon's officials had assured the Madi­
son administration that France's Berlin and Milan decrees, which 
authorized the destruction of neutral vessels that traded with 
Britain and her possessions, no longer operated against the 
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