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The Papers of James Madison, Presidential Series, Volume Five: July 10, 1812-

February 7, 1813. Edited by J.C. A. Stagg, Martha}. King, EllenJ. 
Barber, Anne Mandeville Colony, Angela Kreider, and Jewel L. 
Spangler. (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2004. Pp. 
xxv, 718; $70, cloth.) 

In this volume of The Papers of James Madison, editor J.C. A Stagg and his 
able staff edited the documents that passed between President Madison and 
his various audiences from July IO, 1812, to February 7, 1813. For anyone 
wishing to see Madison at his best, this is not a particularly edifying 

Source: The South Carolina Historical Magazine, Vol. 107, No. 1 (Jan., 2006), pp. 

57-59 
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James Winchester was defeated at Frenchtown near the River Raisin by a 
British-Indian army under the leadership of Colonel Henry Procter. 

Despite these military setbacks, Madison refused any attempt at draco­
nian measures to suppress antiwar sentiments among his Federalist critics. 
He won reelection in November 1812 and in his annual message to Congress 
on November 4 valiantly tried to present his military reverses in the most 
favorable light. Admitting that recent events were "adverse" to the Ameri­
can cause, he yet declared that they had "inspired every where, new ardor 
and determination" to defeat the malignant British enemy and his vicious 
Indian allies. In a gesture to recent successes by the United States Navy, he 
proposed that more ships be built, and he optimistically declared that the 
financing of the war, which until then had been chaotic, would soon 
improve. He reiterated the requirements that Britain must meet for peace, 
and he pointed out that the administration still was negotiating with France 
about the repeal of the Berlin and Milan Decrees (pp. 427-35). Although 
Madison did not mention America's relations with Spain, his administra­
tion was deeply involved in disputes with that countryoverboundariesand 
American claims to Spanish East Florida. But he refused to countenance 
proposals from various advisers to foster unrest and rebellion in East 
Florida. Nor would he officially sanction a filibuster into Spanish Texas led 
by Augustus W. Magee and Jose Bernardo Maximiliano Gutierrez de Lara 
in August 1812. The volume closes with the outcome of both the war and 
diplomacy very much in doubt. 

Berea College Paul David Nelson 




