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The Papers of James Madison, Volume IV-1 January 1782-31 July 1782. Edited by 
WILLIAM T. HUTCHINSON and \V1LLIAM M. E. RACHAL. Chicago: The 
Univer­sity of Chicago Press, 1¢,5. xxviii, 486 pp. $12.50. 

Tms volume covers the period January 1-July 31, 1782. It was a difficult time 
for both Congress and the country: Yorktown had been won, but the British still 
held key ports and there was no way to dislodge them; Lord North had been 
succeeded by Rockingham, but no one in America yet knew whether he ·would 
make peace or prosecute the war; there was danger of trouble with France because 
its loan to the new government was being used in part to buy goods from the 
enemy; de Grasse, who had made Yorktown possible, had been beaten so badly by 
Rodney at the Battle of the Saints that the ocean now was safe for British frigates, 
which swept the seas and virtually destroyed American commerce-both in war 
supplies and in West Indian 
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