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The Papers of James Madison: Presidential Series, Vo]. 2: 1 October 
1809-2 November 1810. Edited by J. C. A. Stagg, Jeanne Kerr 
Cross, and Susan Holbrook Perdue. (Charlottesville: University 
Press of Virginia, 1992. Pp. xliv, 645. $50.00.) 

With the publication of this second volume of the presidential series of 
The Papers of James Madison, the editors continue the important task, 
launched eight years ago, of filling gaps in the published documentary 
record of Madison's presidency. If the first volume focusing on Madi­
son's early months in office offered scholars little new information 
about his presidency, the second volume is more satisfying. It casts 
new light on a number of important issues, especially foreign policy 
questions growing out of America's relations with England and 
France during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Foreign policy issues dominated Madison's presidency during the 
thirteen-month period covered here. The correspondence discloses the 
complexity of the problems Madison confronted in trying to preserve 
American neutrality and also devise trade policies that would produce 
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