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The Papers of George Washington, Presidential Series, Vol. 9: 

September 1791-February 1792. Edited by Philander D. Chase, Dorothy 
Twohig, et al. (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 2000, Pp. 
672.$ 62.50.)

The Papers of James Madison, Secretary of State Series, Vol. 5: May­
October 1803. Edited by J.C. A. Stagg, et al. (Charlottesville: University 
Press of Virginia, 2000, Pp. 704. $67.50.) 

These two carefully edited and annotated volumes provide splendid 
windows into the early national statesmanship of founding fathers George 
Washington and James Madison. During the time periods covered, both 
men demonstrated remarkable political acumen, but with different results: 
in 1791-1792, President Washington experienced growing difficulty and 
frustration over domestic issues, while in 1802-1803, Secretary of State 
James Madison enjoyed remarkable diplomatic success. 

Three issues in particular dogged President Washington from October 
1791 to February 1792: conflict among those responsible for developing the 
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