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The Papers of James Madi8on, Volume 3, S March 1781-81 December 

1781. Edited by William T. Hutchinson and William M.E. 
Rachal. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1968. Pp. 
xxv, 381. Illustrations, notes, chronology, index. $10.00.) 

The third volume of The Papers of James Madison spans a year of 
near-despair and climactic military victory at Yorktown. As reflected 
in the private letters, reports, and memoranda of Madison and his 
correspondents, most of them Virginians, 1781 was a year of great 
weariness, of deep anxiety over British naval and military 
strength as Cornwallis and Arnold pressed their campaign into 
Virginia, and of growing concern lest the "perpetual union" shatter 
on the jagged edges of chaotic finance and state particularism. These 
174 documents, 76 of them Madison's personal communications, convey 
a sense of just what confederation, rather than national solidarity, 
meant. They also reveal clearly why it was that Madison, proud 
Virginian though he was, had become a Nationalist by the time of 
Cornwallis' surrender. 






