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The Papers of James Madison: Presidential Series. Volume IV: 5 November 

1811-9 July 1812. With a Supplement, 5 March 1809-19 October 1811. 
Edited by J. C. A. Stagg, Jeanne Kerr Cross, Ellen J. Barber, Anne 
Mandeville Colony, Jewel L. Spangler, Martha J. King, and Susan 
Holbrook Perdue. (Charlottesville and London: University Press of 
Virginia, 1999. Pp. [xiii), 675. $65.00, ISBN 0-8139-1859-6.) 

John Stagg, the chief editor of this volume, explained to a recent confer­
ence on "The National Visions of the Founders" how the idea and practice of 
federalism, balancing the powers and sovereignty of state and national gov­
ernments, was central to the thought and career of James Madison. This 
volume, containing the letters, resolves, and other documents directed to the 
president as he led the nation toward war, and the papers he drafted and 
promulgated in response, reveals this balance and understanding interestingly, 
intricately, and dramatically. Madison's responsibility was to defend and gov­
ern a federal republic preparing for war without being unfaithful to the 
guiding precepts of such government: how could diplomacy be 
conducted, public opinion brought along, states' rights protected, Congress 
involved, military forces raised and led, and the executive department staffed 
and organized for war under a Constitution resting on "We the People" of 
both the states and the 
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