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The Papers of James Madison: Presidential Series. Vol. 3: 3 November 

1810-4 November 181 I. Edited by J.C. A. Stagg, Jeanne Kerr Cross, and 
Susan Holbrook Perdue. (Charlottesville and London: University Press of 
Virginia, 1996. Pp. xliv, 584. $55.00, ISBN 0-8139-1632-1.) 

Like the most recent volume of the Secretary of State Series, this volume 
of The Papers of James Madison finds Madison trying to manage the affairs 
of the new nation in the midst of perilous world and frontier circumstances 
over which he has very little control. The death struggle between Napoleonic 
France and Great Britain devastated American commerce on the high seas; 
Louisiana and Florida were in chaos as Spanish authority over the Gulf Coast 
declined; Mexico, Venezuela, and other parts of Latin America were in revolt; 
and American Indians in the Northwest-often allied with the British in 
Canada-threatened the region between the Ohio River and the Great Lakes. 
This volume also finds Madison trying desperately to ascertain what is going 
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