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The Papers of James Madison: Secretary of State Series. Volume 3: / 

March-6 October 1802. Edited by David B. Mattern, J. C. A. Stagg, 
Jeanne Kerr Cross, and Susan Holbrook Perdue. (Charlottesville and Lon­
don: University Press of Virginia, 1995. Pp. xiii, 657. $47.50. ISBN 
0-8139-1541-4.) 
With this volume the pattern for the Secretary of State Series of The Pa­ 

pers of James Madison seems established: large volumes (at the present pace 
perhaps fifteen volumes covering 1801-1809) filled almost entirely with 
State Department business. The huge bulk of papers-including long and 
frequent letters from American ministers and consuls abroad, many often 
routine instructions to them from the State Department, domestic documents 
(especially correspondence about territorial matters), and incessant, nagging 
letters seeking or supporting appointment to office-often requires mere 
list­ing or summarizing. Page after page is filled with half-a-dozen 
entries, briefly abstracted or merely noted as "not found." Yet. as has been 
true with other volumes in this series, the fullness of understanding of 
State Depart­ment business and exceedingly helpful but well-proportioned 
editorial infor­mation make this a highly useful book for historians. 

The period cover,e d, a brief interval of peace in the Napoleonic era, was 
filled with inaction, inconclusiveness, and anxiety for American officials. 
Many documents have to do with claims against Spain, France, and Great 






