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The Papers of James Madison. Presidential Series. Volume II: 1 October 

1809-2 November 1810. Edited by J.C. A. Stagg,JeanneKerrCross, and 
Susan Holbrook Perdue. (Charlottesville and London: University Press 
of Virginia, 1992. Pp. xlvi, 647. $50.00, ISBN Q.8139-1345-4.) 

The appearance of this volume is evidence of carefully planned and steadily, 
superbly executed editorial work. With the publication in 1991 of Volume XVII , 
the regular, chronological series of Madison's Papers was completed to 1801. 
The Secretary of State series, 1801-1809, which began publication in 1986, 
saw Volume II in print in 1993, and work is underway on the next volumes in 
both the Presidential and Secretary of State series. We are, then, well in the 
midst of two splendid series of publications that will for the first time allow 
detailed insight into the conduct of the executive department, 1801-1817. (Since 
the Madison Papers are now much ahead, chronologically, of the Jefferson 
Papers, and since the publication of the papers of other Republican leaders, 






