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The Papers of James Madison. Volume 17: 31 March 1797-3 March 1801, 
with a Supplement, 22January 1778-9August 1795. Edited by David B. 
Mattern, J. C. A. Stagg, Jeanne K. Cross, and Susan Holbrook Perdue. 
(Charlottesville and London: University Press of Virginia, 1991. Pp. xxx, 

610. $47.50, ISBN 0-8139-1288-l.)

In March 1991 The Papers of James Madison celebrated in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, the publication of its final volume in the 
Congressional Series, covering the years from 1797 to 1801 that Madison 
spent either in Virginia at his Montpelier plantation or in Richmond as a 
member of the Virginia General Assembly. This notable event marked the 
completion of the papers for Madison's years of public service spent 
largely as legislator and convention member. He served in the Virginia 
legislature from l 776 to 1777, 1784 to 1787, and 1799 to 1800; in the 
Continental Congress from 1780 to 1783 and 1787 to 1788; at the Virginia 
Convention of 1776; at the Annapolis Conference of 1786; at the Federal 
Convention of 1787; at the Virginia Ratification Convention of 1788; as well as 
in the Federal House of Representatives for four terms from 
l  789 to l 797. The full publication of the papers from this twenty-five-year 
legislative service (surely as important as any in American history) is a 
significant and useful documentary record. This last volume, moreover, fully 
measures up to the high editorial standards set at the project's inception more 
than thirty years ago.
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