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The Papers of James Madison. Presidential Series. Volume 1: J March-30 

September 1809. Edited by Robert A. Rutland et al. (Charlottesville: 
University Press of Virginia, 1984. Pp. xxx, 414. $37 .50.) 

This volume begins a departure in historical editing. Hitherto the publish­ 
ing projects have proceeded in strict chronological order, or simply pulled 
out special portions of the papers clearly needing separate treatment, as in 
the diaries and family papers of the Adams project or the Jaw papers of 
Alexander Hamilton. Recognizing that the regular chronological series of 
Madison's papers, now at 1793 and in 14 volumes, will take years to reach 
Madison's important tenures as secretary of state (1801-1809) and 
presi­dent ( 1809-1817), the editors have decided to do those two periods as 
sepa­rate series. One editor has special responsibility for the secretary of 
state series, another for the presidential series, and yet another continues 
the regular chronological series. Though this represents an ambitious 
enlarge­ment of the work going on in the editorial office and will doubtless 
result in some overlapping of effort and some lapses in continuity, the 
departure on the whole seems worth the risk. Most important, more papers 
over a longer span of Madison's career will become available sooner to 
scholars and students. 

This volume also is the first of the modern projects on the period of the 
first American presidency (1789-1829) to cover a president in office. Thus 
the editors must decide how to deal with the immense amount of routine 
paper at least formally to or from the president. They have decided, for 
example, to print only "a few samples of the crank letters, bureaucratic 






