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The Papers of James Madison. Volume 8: 10 March 1784-28 March 

1786. Edited by Robert A. Rutland, William M. E. Rachal, 
and others. ( Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 
1973. Pp. xxviii, 560. $20.00.) 

In many ways this is a bonus volume of Madison's Papers: due to 
the small amount of official or routine business, there is an unusual 
number of especially interesting letters, and two full years are covered, 
a span not matched since Volume I and not likely to be achieved again 
until Madison's retirement from the federal Congress in 1797, if then. 
This volume, in fact, manages a topical coherence seldom possible in 
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