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The third volume of the Madisqn Papers, covering the period from March 
through December I 7 8 I, is further confirmation that the papers of still another 
Founding Father are in skilled, accurate, and knowing editorial hands. 

Looming as a year of crisis and despair, I 7 8 I became the year of ultimate 
victory by the dramatic military events culminating at Yorktown. Yet before 
and after I 9 Oct. I 7 8 I, the struggling Confederation was beset by major 
problems both at home and abroad that are the major concern of the papers in 
this volume. There were domestic problems: the territorial question of the 
lands north and west of the Ohio River; the delicate subject of Confederation 
finances and the related constitutional issue of state coercion; the movement 
for separate statehood in Vermont; and a flagging war effort in the Southern 
theater. As a member of the Virginia Delegation in Congress, Madison also had 
to deal with formative issues in foreign policy: a definition of commercial rights 
of neutrals and belligerents; the location and limits of continental boundaries; 
negotiations with Spain; and the question of .fishing rights. 
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