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The Papm of James Madison, Presidential Series, 
vol. 7: 25 October 1813-30 June 1814. Ed. by 
Angela Kreider, J .  C. A. Sragg, Mary Parke 
Johnson, Anne Mandeville Colony, and 
Karha­rine E. Harbury. (Charlorresville: 
Universiry of Virginia Press, 2012. xl, 649 pp. 
$85.00.) 

The last monrhs of 1813 and first half of 1814 
saw rhe Madison presidency and the War of 
18 I 2 continue their downward trajectory. First 
the U.S. Army's ill-led effons on che Canadian 
frontier ground co a halt, and chen Napoleon 
I's unanticipated fall from power freed up 
Brit­ain's enormous military resources to be 
focused on rhe American war-if the British 
wanted rhem co be. President James Madison 
held out hope char che sudden disappearance 
of rhe French Empire's continental system, 
and the associated reopening of European 
trade: wich America, would give Britain's 
allies strong incentives to push Britannia 
toward a peaceful resolution of its nagging 
American fight. Still, he recognized at least 
verbally chat Britain might push the con­flict to a 
punishing conclusion. 

This volume of Madison papers once again 
makes clear how subscancially the historiogra­
phy of the early republic stands co benefit from 
chis documentary project. Previously, much of 
Madison's outgoing and vinually none of his 
in­coming correspondence had been published, 
but now scholars will have readily available 
docu­mentation of many of the rypes of 
concerns that 
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