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The Papers of James Madison. Volume II, 20 March 1780-23 February . 

1781. Edited by William T. Hutchinson and William M. E. Rachal. 
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 1962. Map,- illustrations, 
notes, ·and index. Pp. xix, 344. $10.00.) 

Covering a brief one-year period, ending with .the ratification of the·_ 
Articles of Confederation in 1781, this volume deals with a country at 
war. Madison, a delegate to the Continental Congress, viewed the war 
from Philadelphia; his correspondents viewed it from Virginia. From 
either place the view was dismal ( and frequently wrong; rumors 
abounded almost in the same hopeless volume as the cunency) . 
Mili­tary supplies and troops were hard to procure. The Spanish 
govern­ment seemed reluctant to grant rights which Americans 
claimed in the Mississippi region, a topic which includes some of 
the hetter of 






