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The Papers of James Madison. Edited by William T. Hutchinson and William 

';v(. E. Rachal. Volume IV. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1965. Pp. 486. $12.50.) 

The editing of historical documents is rapidly becoming a separate 
pro­fession among American historians. Inspired by the meticulous 
scholarship of Julian Boyd, who published the first of his elaborately 
annotated volumes of the writings of Thomas Jefferson in 1950, other 
historians are devoting a substantial part of their professional careers 
to turning out equally elaborate editions of the writings of other 
distinguished Americans. No document which they wrote, however 
insignificant, goes unmentioned; no letter from any correspondent, 
ho\\'evcr obscure, is neglected; no person 
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