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The Papers of James Madison.. Volume 3: !lfarch 3, 1781-December 31, 

1781. Edited by William T. Hutchinson and William M. E. Rachal. 
(Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1963. Pp. 381. $10.00.) 

Volume three of The Madiso,� Papers opens with Maryland's ratification of 
the Articles of Confederation in March, 1781, and closes in December of the 
same year. Like its predecessors it is a highly commendable piece of work. The 
editors are at their best in their role as detectives. The notes not only provide 
cross references, identifications, definitions of archaic words, and descriptions of 
the original documents, but also place each item in its proper historical context. 
Often the notes are longer than the document they describe. VVhile the editors 
are justified in presenting more than corre­spondence, one questions the inclusion 
of such items as Madison's transcrip­tions from the secret journals of Congress 
which could have been omitted or calendared without detracting from the 
reader's ability to sec what influenced Madison as well as what Madison 
influenced. 

The volume consists predominantly of letters between the governor of 
Virginia and the state's delegation in Congress, and congressional motions, 
reports, and notes from the secret journals. Only fifty-seven of the 174 items are 
actually letters to or from Madison personally. The bulk of these are 
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