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The Papers of James Madison. Presidential Series. Vol. 2, 1 October 1809-2 November 1810. Edited 

by J. C. A. Stagg, Jeanne Kerr Cross, and Susan Holbrook Perdue. ( Charlottesville: 
University Press of Virginia, 1992. Preface, acknowledgments, editorial method, Madison 
chronology, significant federal officers, index. Pp. xliv, 647. $50.00.) 

Once again J. C. A. Stagg and his coeditors deserve praise for completing another 
excellent volume in The Papers of James Madison-the second in the presidential 
serie�overing the year October 1809 to November 1810. This volume completes 
Madison's first year in office and his first two crises-the annexation of West Florida 
and the recall of Ambassador David Erskine, ending America's short-lived 
rapproche­ment with England. 

As the editors noted in the preface to the first volume in the presidential series, 
Madison the chief executive is far harder to present than Madison the legislator. Only 
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