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The Papers of James Madism. Secretary of State Series. Volume 2: 1 August 1801-
28 February 1802. Edited by MARY A. HACKETT, J. C. A. STAGG, 
JEANNE KERR CROSS, and SusAN HOLBROOK PERDUE. (Charlottesville 
and London: University Press of Virginia, 1993. xii, 562p. Editorial 
method, chronology, index. $60.00.) 

The Papers of James Madison. Presidential Series. Volume 2: 1 October 1809-2 

November 1810. Edited by J.C. A. STAGG, JEANNE KERR CRoss, and 
SusAN HOLBROOK PERDUE. (Charlottesville and London: University 
Press of Virginia, 1992. xliv, 647p. Editorial method, chronology, 
signifi­cant federal officers, index. $50.00.) 

Many modem historians would find the volumes reviewed useless. They 
tell no fable with contemporary moral lessons. They include exclusively the 
correspondence of the white elite, with only occasional reference to the existence 
of other groups. And despite being the personal papers of James Madison, 
they include very little of a personal nature, save for Madison's frequent 
kvetch­ing about his health. Indeed, reading through the Madison 
correspondence and the illuminating editorial notes I found little support for the 
modern equation of the personal and the political. 

Instead, these volumes are immeasurably useful to students of early national 
politics and foreign relations. In the second volume of the Secretary of State 
series, I learned much about the Jeffersonian use of the federal patronage 
system: the gradual replacement of Federalist office holders with loyal 
Republicans, the exclusion of Burr's followers from federal patronage, the 
humiliation of Tench Coxe. Ironically, the most celebrated internal affair of 
the early years of the Jefferson administration, Marbury v. Madison, hardly 
occupied the secretary of state. The Jeffersonian way of formulating foreign 
policy is iUuminated by documents relating to the war against the Barbary 
states, the New Orleans/ Louisiana crisis, and the administration's efforts to 
back out of the Jay Treaty. 



    

           
          
            
          

          
            

         
              
             

            
            
            
            
         
          

           
          
              
          
               
               
     

           
           
             
              
            
             

             
             
              
             

           
           
             

           
              

          
           
             
         






