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The Papers of ]arms Madison. Volume II: 7 March 1788-1 March 
1789. Volume 12: 2 March 1789-20 January 1790 with a 
Supplement 24 October 1775-24january 1789. Volume 13: 2ojanuary 
r790-31 March 1791. Edited by ROBERT A. Rtrru\ND and 
CHARLES F. HomoN. WILi.JAM M. E. RACHAL, Consulting 
Editor. JEANNE K. SISSON, Editorial Assistant. Volume 14: 6April 
1791-16Marrh 1793. Edited by ROBERT A. Rt.JTIAND and THOMAS 
A. MAsON. ROBERT J. BRUGGER, JEANNE K SISSON, FREDRIKA]. 
TEUTE, Assistant Editors. (Charlottes­ville: University Press of 
Virginia, 1977, 1979, 1981, 1983. Pp. xxviii, 471; xxvi, 498; xx:x, 
423; xxxii, 495. $15.00; $17.50; $20.00; $27.50.) 

The Papers of James Madison. Presidential Series. Volume x: 1 March-30 

September 1809. Edited by ROBERT A. RUTLAND and THOMAS A. 
MASON. ROBERT j. BRUGGER, S U SANNAH H. J ONES, JEANNE 
K SISSON, FREDRIKA J. TEUTE, Assistant Editors. (Charlottesville: 
Uni­versity Press of Virginia, 1984. Pp. xxx, 414. $37.50.) 

James Madison's pivotal role in the creation, promotion, and organiza­ 
tion of the new federal government would no doubt be securely estab­
lished without the appearance of this definitive edition of his papers. But 
these five volumes, covering the period from March 1788 to March 1793 
and the .first seven months of his presidency, March to September r809, 
offer co scholars a full and extraordinarily convenient view of Madison's 
activities at two critical moments in his public career. Throughout all of 
these volumes, Madison's overriding concern is with public life, for as 
Linda K. Kerber noted in a review of Volumes 3-10 in this journal in 
1978, the purpose of Madison's correspondence "was rarely to share 
friendship or purvey gossip; his letters are seldom self-indulgent. Their 



    

         
          
          
         
          

         
           

         

       
         

           
         

              
        

        
       

           
             

        
           

          
           

        
         
           

        

         
          

        
            

           
          

            
          

          
              

           
              
               

            
          
             
       

         
         



   
            

        
         
           

           
          

           
         
           
          

           

          
         

         
           

        
        

         
           

            
            

        

         
       

          
          

          
           

           
         

          
         

     
          

      
              

          
           
        

            
        

            
          

        
         



    

        
            

          
        

             
           

           
        

           
            

             
           

          
           

        
       

          
          
          

            
           

          
          

             
          

  
          
          

         
         

      
           
             

           
          

          
   

            
        

         
        

        
           

         
           

         
           






