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ThePapersofJamesMadison. Volume 15: 24March 1793-20April 1795. 
Edited by THOMAS A. M.AsON, ROBERT A. RUTLAND, :and JEANNE K. 
SISSON. Volume 16: 27 April 1795-27 March 1797. Edited by JC.A. 
STAGG, THOMAS A. MASON, and JEANNE K. SISSON. SUSAN H. PER
DUE, Editorial Assistant. Volume 17: 31 March 1797-3 March 1801, 
with a S11pplemen1, 22Jan11ary 1778-9 Aug11Jt 1795. Edited by DAVID B. 
MATTERN, JC.A. STAGG, JEANNE K. CROSS, and SUSAN HOLBROOK 
PERDUE. (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1985, 1989, 
1991. Pp. xxxii, 561; xxx, 527; xxx, 610. $47.50; $45.00; $47.50.) 

These three volumes, covering March 1793 to August 1795, conclude 
publication of all relevant documents from the period of James Madison's 
life prior to his de jure entrance into the executive branch. The documents 
from his executive roles as Thomas Jefferson's secretary of State and then 
as president comprise the next two portions of The PaperJ of James 
Madison. Publication of these in "The Secretary of State Series" and 'The 
Presidential Series" has already begun. 

As is the hallmark of this entire publication project, each of the three 
volumes under review is first rate. The edicorial endnotes are informative 
and instructive. The more substantive editorial noJes that precede some of 
the documents are exactly what a scholar wants: significant background 
information, briefly presented, with references to other relevant parts of 
the collection as well as to appropriate secondary literature. Moreover, the 
indexes to these volumes are excellent: their breadth and detail provide 
helpful and suggestive guidance to scholars. In short, The Papers of James 
Madison is an exquisite and invaluable research tool for students of 
Madison or the early republic. No scholarly library should be without the 
complete collection. 

Given the diversity of specialization among students of Madison and his 
time, each reader will find letters, pamphlets, and documents of particular 
interest to him or herself. As one interested in the history of political 
theory, this reviewer found Volume 17 to be of critical import, but the 
other two volumes contain significant information as well. Volume 1 5 
traces the increasing threat that Madison perceived in the Federalist 
policies of Alexander Hamilton, his one-time collaborator. Symptomatic 
of Madison's growing fear of an end to constitutional republicanism was 
his, and Jefferson's, practice of not signing letters to each other because of 
their suspicions of the Federalist-controlled mail. Madison's frustration 
over the lack of party discipline in the House of Representatives is evident 
as he became involved with creating an opposition party. Along with 
carefully annotated copies of Madison's five "Helvidius" essays in this 



    

         
         
            
                
           
            
            
         
          
   

            
            
             
             
             
          
            
             
           
            
   

           
        
             
           
           
         
           
         
             
            
         
        

         
            
            
        
          
            
            
          
          

           
        
           
          
            






