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The Papers of James Madison: Presidential Series. Volume 6: 8 February-24 
October 1813. Edited by Angela Kreider and others. (Charlottesville and 
London: University of Virginia Press, 2008. Pp. [xi], 775. $85.00, ISBN 
978-0-8139-2756-5.)

The Papers of James Madison: Retirement Series. Volume l: 4 March 1817-31 
January I 820. Edited by David B. Mattern and others. (Charlottesville and 
London: University of Virginia Press, 2009. Pp. [xxxvi], 680. $85.00, ISBN 
978-0-8139-2849-4.)

These volumes of The Papers of James Madison again show the great ben
efit of the complete publication, thorough editing, and provision of unobtru
sive context characteristic of the hundreds of volumes of documents from 
the early republic in the so-called founding series (the papers of George 
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 
Hamilton, and James Madison). Editors Angela Kreider, David B. Mattern, 
J. C. A. Stagg, and their colleagues here do their work with the great skill
and insight that make these volumes the bedrock for the research and under
standing of public life in the founding era. With both the Secretary of State
Series and the Presidential Series of The Papers of James Madison now half
way complete and the Retirement Series well underway, though the dis
tance yet to go is great, the nature of the fine work in the volumes is now
wonderfully clear-we can wish the editors Godspeed in their future
work!

THE JouRNAL OF SOUTHERN HISTORY, Volume LXXVU, No. 3, August 201 I 








