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Durimne the five years covered by these four volumes James Madison, Virginia poli-
tician and intellectual, in his thirties, became widely known beyond his native state,
and during this first notable period in his long life he advanced steadily toward the
center of the national stage. In the public service continuously as a member of Con-
gress, of the Virginia House of Delegates, of Congress again, of the Annapolis Con-
vention, and of the Federal Convention, he grew in stature as public citizen, political
philosopher, and cogent speaker and writer. From the perspective of history, all the
problems he contended with, all the issues he argued, with or without success, pre-
pared him unwittingly for the unique role he played in the framing of the United
States Constitution.

With this meticulous edition of The Papers of James Madison in hand the scholar
can trace the transformation of Madison the Virginian into Madison the nationalist.
In Virginia the urgency felt by Jefferson to carry forward the goals of the Revolution
worthy of an enlightened society was reflected in his friend Madison’s support for
completing the revisal of Virginia laws and enacting the Statute for Establishing
Religious Freedom. Their correspondence in these volumes is the most frequent, their
letters most noteworthy in length as well as in substance—one of seven printed pages
by Jefferson, one of fifteen pages by Madison containing, according to the editors, a
complete statement of Madison’s political thought (X, 205). Jefferson in France looked
to his friend to keep him abreast of crucial events in America, and their exchange of
frank opinions confirms the old interpretation of these years as “the critical period.”

Many of Virginia’s problems were also national problems—commercial relations be-
tween Congress and the states, control of the Mississippi River vis-a-vis Spain, ad-
ministration of the western territory, the political status of Kentucky—and Madison,
confronting them from the state and the national viewpoint in tum, gradually came to
the conclusion that the solution could be found only by means of a national govern-
ment in a federal system. With his historical knowledge of previous confederations











