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THE PAPERS OF JAMES MADISON. Vol. I, 16 March 1751-
December 1779; Vol. II, 20 March 1780-23 February 1781; Vol. 
Ill, 3 March-31 December 1781. Edited by William T. Hutchinson 
and William M. E. Rachal. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1962-63. Pp. xlli, 344; xix, 344; xxv, 381. $10.00 each.

Making large amounts of material hitherto buried in archives and
private collections easily available, the massive new editions of the 
papers of so many American political leaders are of great significance 
to the study and writing of American history. No longer will it be neces
sary to rely upon a select group of biographers for an understanding of 
the men involved; no longer will anyone have to place his trust in 
another to ask the relevant questions of the material, to determine which 
bits of evidence are sufficiently meaningful and revealing to be elevated 
to the status of biographical facts, and to arrange those bits into a 
coherent and accurate characterization. Now, it will be possible for 
anybody to confront large amounts, and in many cases all, of the 
remaining evidence directly, and the proliferation of special studies and 
new insights that will hopefully result can scarcely fail to contribute 
substantially to the reassessment of the American past that is currently 
under way. 










